
 
 

Dane County Association for the Education of Young Children 
(DCAEYC) 

Board Meeting Minutes 
 

Tuesday, September 13, 2016 
Little Explorers Preschool 

  6:00-8:00 PM 
 

Board members present: Joan Mrkvicka-President, Jenee Jerome-VP, Mary Catherine (M.C.) Green-
Secretary, Amanda Ehlert, Darlene Davis, Laurie McKinstry, Staci Hefty via phone 
 
Members not Present: Abby Abrisham, Courtney Brooks, Deb LaBerge- Treasurer, Mary Ellen 
Tremelling, and Tammy Check  

 
During the check-in between 6 :00-6:30 there  was  an ice-breaker.  This involved thinking of words that 
are meaningful to us starting with the letters in our names. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM.  

 
Carrie Wallace, the director and Julie (Teacher) at Little Explorers Introductions joined us for the 
meeting.  Joan introduced them and Staci Hefty, who said that she will be leaving at the end of the year.   

 

Minutes: 
The minutes of the July 24th, 2016 board meeting were approved via email, as per the policies and 
procedures. 
 

President’s Report:  
  

 Members’ Data:  Total Membership was up from 230 to 244, comprehensive and student 
membership remained at 47 and 14 respectively, regular membership increased from 169 to 
183. NAEYC is pushing for increasing membership particularly for students. Joan suggested using 
brochures to get the word out.  There are changes coming in 2017.  
 

 Constant Contact emails sent out since July’s meeting: Currently there are 639 email contacts.  
There was 1 email sent since our last meeting = Pamper the Provider is Full! 
 

 
 

 



Treasurer’s Report:  
 
The starting balance for July was $2,615.29. With $168.00 income from NAEYC and expenses of $40.00 
for Constant Contact the ending balance was $2,743.29. There was a bit more activity in August with 
income of $168.00 from NAEYC plus a $50.00 private donation and expenses of $228.98 ($40.00 
Constant Contact + $165.00 NAEYC insurance payment + $23.98 food for the July meeting) leaving a 
balance of $2,732.31 as of August 31, 2016.   
Additionally:  Deb deposited $2,065.00 in registration fees for Pamper the Provider, Abby spent $843.30 
in art supplies, and Staci will report the cost of the clay once it’s purchased.  
 
Amanda moved to accept the treasurer’s report, Jenee seconded the motion and the motion carried. 

 
Committee Reports: 

 
 Events committee: Abby reported, via Jenee the status of PTP.  There will be 7 hours of 

Registry credit for this PTP.  Abby has purchased the art materials on the DCAEYC credit card.  
She and Staci will work on her technology needs for that day.  Staci has been working on getting 
the write-ups from PSA staff for the event. Staci also checked on what tables we might need for 
registration and lunch.   Abby mentioned the parking limitations at the Middleton Baby and 
Child Center and has requested they make signs for parking.  Abby will have the phone number 
of the person that will be there.  Darlene will bring the shoe coverings.  A carpool list will be 
made at registration to assist those that need rides to PSA.  Courtney and Tammy have the 
whole registration piece organized.  There needs to be one more meeting to finalize everything. 

 
 Communication and Outreach Committee:  The fall newsletter will be coming out next 

week. Jenee pointed out that there were changes made to the website which were the result of 
checking out future options which mistakenly went “live”. Those present liked the new look.  In 
the future there is a plan to use Constant Contact and a list of centers to better promote 
DCAEYC and our events.  

 
 Finance Committee: There has been no activity. It was decided there will be no changes to the 

finances pending more information from NAEYC. 

 
 Nomination Committee: The nominating and balloting paperwork has been updated.  

Additionally, Jenee has looked into making the nominating and balloting materials available on 
line using JotForm.  She will send out a test link to see if this will work.  
 
This led to more discussion about making NAEYC, WECA and DCAEYC more visible.  Staci will be 
promoting the trainings in her role at PSA – professional development. Joan suggested the 
possibility of staff going to the WECA conference.  Darlene told us how they work professional 
development and the financial limitations for individuals even if a center pays for registration, 
which everyone agreed is still not cheap.   Joan mentioned that WECA gives a big discount for 

volunteering at the conference.  WECA is still looking for volunteers as room hosts at their 
conference, and will offer discount to registration at only $25/day. 
 

 



New Business 
 

 Online registrations and payment, Eventbrite, PayPal – Jenee has investigated online 
registration and payment for future events.   PayPal charges relatively nominal amount.  
Eventbrite handles payment.  Eventbrite has a 2% plus $.99 per ticket, processing fees. Amanda 
said that the online registration used for Launching into Literacy and Math last year was 
considered a great success by her office.   

 

 Combining the November and Annual Meetings 
 
M.C. moved to combine the two meetings, Laurie seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 
It was decided to have combined meeting on November 29th at a location to be decided.   

 
 Request for nominations due out on September 27th, ballots out by October 25th, and 

absentee votes in by the November 29 annual meeting - Results out to members in the 
December Newsletter.  Jenee found a website that can simplify the process of nominating and 
voting on line – Amanda will look into restaurants considering their location, no fee, space size, 
noise.  Biaggi’s and Benvenuto’s were mentioned as possibilities. 

 

 Possibility of DCAEYC sponsoring the Love and Logic so people in early childhood 
settings can get Registry credit - This was tabled for later discussion.  
 

 Early Ed for President campaign and ALG updates – The fact that NAEYC wants to take the 
lead regarding the new membership categories and dues was stressed.  Affiliates have been 
asked to refrain from talking about the new categories and dues as they continue to try and 
recruit new members.  Generally speaking for DCAEYC there won’t be much happening for us 
until September 2017.  The applications of affiliates not requesting waivers will be reviewed and 
their branding will be developed in the order they were received.  Once those applications are 
reviewed those applications with waiver requests, like WECA, will be reviewed. The exact 
timeline is dependent on the time required to process all the applications however, by the 
beginning of the year we will know more.  In the meantime, we don’t have to do anything.  
NAEYC is offering micro grants to affiliates for marketing over an 18-24-month period. Watch 
your emails for more info.   
 
Early Ed for President is a nationwide movement to determine if candidates have a vision for 
improving child care for children, families and those in the early childhood profession, and a 
willingness to invest in early childhood programs.  There will be a bit more about the movement 
in the upcoming newsletter.   
 

 WECA’s request for baskets for the silent auction at the conference.  Joan asked for 
volunteers to prepare either 2 -$50.00 or 1-$100.00 themed basket(s) since we have always 
budgeted for these.  Darlene said she would take care of it and that she and Joan will take it 
(them) to the conference on October 13th.  Joan will let Laura know.  Staci said TJ Max and World 
Market have nice containers.  She also said she would check if PSA wanted to donate a basket 
and will let Joan know.  Darlene, also, said she might put together a basket from Little Explorers. 

 



                                                          
Next committee meeting: October 25, 2016 for Elections and Annual meeting.  
Next meeting: November 29, 2016 ……………Location TBA  
 
Laurie moved to adjourn the meeting, Jenee seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:00 PM.                             


